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#491- 16 Pierpont Place, Mi ssi ssauga ,
Ont, L5N 5V1

(rec'd April 17/03)

1 RURLEY Benjamin S. - married Sarah J. ? (S for Sanford?)S 1B54 ern town, Parents? (Either he or his Parents

Sarah 36 b. Ont wife of Benjamin

Annie M13 b. Ont

Fordly 10 b. Ont

Edith 9 b. Ont

George 5 b. Ont

Harry 3 b. Ont

Earrel 2 b. Ont

Any help with this family of BURLEY , would be appreciated.

I have included 10 dollars for any expenses or research.

Yours Sincerely

Margaret Madden
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FEBRUARY MEETING (Various speakers calked about genealogical helpers.) \

THE COURT OF QUARTER SESSIONS ( ALTHEA DOUGLAS)

Even "ordinary" ancestors may appear in these early records ( approx . 1785 - 1850
Most able-bodied landowners shared community chores such as serving on Grand
and Petit Juries, or as overseers of the poor, fence viewers , surveyors of
lumber, etc. References to civil disputes, poaching, Sabbath-breaking, ^licensing of taverns, etc. appear. Although unindexed, these records are
reasonably accessible, as early communities were small. Check old newspapers
for lists of appointments; see if your ancestor is mentioned ; then try for
the session records themselves. Some are in the Public Archives of Canada,
many are in the Archives of Ontario; or try local museums , etc .( See :The
Courts of Quarter Sessions, by Althea Douglas, Canadian Genealogist,
Vol. 5, #4, 1983)

.

SHIPPING REGISTERS (ALTHEA DOUGLAS)

1
o

r

4

These provide information on owners of ships over 25 tons. Ships were
owned in 64 shares, and might have one owner or up to 64 owners. Usually
the master owned some shares. If your ancestors were involved in shipping
or lived near major ports, these are worth checking. When shares were
mortgaged, this was recorded. When owners died, heirs were recorded. Local
newspapers gave information on ships' comings and goings. Write the Natirraal
Archives of Canada for a list of microfilm numbers for these records.

SCARBOROUGH HISTORICAL NOTES AND COMMENTS INDEX (BRUCE MCCOWAN

)

The emigration of Scots from Dumfriesshire and Lanarkshire to Scarborough
( 1790-1850 ), migrations from Scarborough to Western Canada ( 1870 ' s-1880 ' s )

and much more can be searched using this index of 2,500 persons. Details
on ordering are in the January "Tree".

BARNARDO CHILDREN

June Tedesco's grandmother would tell nothing about her early life, but June
got a wealth of information, including a photograph of her grandmother
as a child and details of her moves around Ontario, by writing to U.K.
foundling homes ( addresses in February 1986 "Newsleaf".) Wanda Sinclair had
similar results.

PASSENGER SHIPS (Looking for information on ships that brought your
ancestors to Canada?)

Frank Hankins checked the shipping sections of the Montreal Gazette (Robarts
Library )for records of sailing dates, then wrote marine museums for
pictures of the "Peruvian" ( 1870 ' s ) , the "Pretor ian" ( ear ly 1900's)and
is still tracking the "Manitobian" (1873). Try these sources:

University of Baltimore Library Mariners' Museum
S . S . H. S .A. Collection Newport News
1420 Maryland Avenue Virginia 23606
Baltimore, MD 21201 U.S.A. U.S.A.

Peabody Museum
East India Square
Salem,Massachusetts
U.S.A. 01970

Metropolitan Borough of Wirral
Dept. of Leisure Services & Tourism
Central Library , Borough Road
Birkenhead, Wirral

,
England

Museum of Transport
25 Albert Drive
Glasgow, Scotland G41 2PE

Mystic Seaport Museum
Mystic, Connecticut
U.S.A. 06355

City of Aberdeen, The Director
Art Gallery & Museums Dept.
Schoolhill, Aberdeen
Scotland AB9 1FQ
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Family Tree February 1989

BY J. R. GODDARD

HOW did our ancestors choose

names for their, often numerous,

progeny? The eldest children got

the names of their parents, grand-

parents and favoured aunts and uncles -

thereby causing confusion for future

genealogists. But what happened when these

names were all used up? We get inspiration

from books, newspapers, films, TV. But our

ancestors were often barely literate. The only

stories they knew well were fr6m the Bible,

which they had read to them every Sunday in

church or chapel. The Bible also, on many
occasions, was the only book in their home,
probably won for good attendance at Sunday
school.

Was one of your ancestors named after his

parent's favourite Biblical hero or heroine? Or
did your granny open the Good Book at ran-

dom and stick a pin into the page with eyes

closed?

Here are a few of the stranger Biblical

names that I have seen used and recorded in

parish register, together with explanations,

derivations and sources:

ACHSAH - A daughter of Caleb whom he

promised as wife to the man who could capture

Kiriathsepher. Othniel, her cousin, won the

battle and Achsah. Being a sensible, far-

seeing girl she prompted him to ask for a piece

of fertile, well-watered land for her marriage

portion. Joshua 15, 16-19.

ASENATH - The daughter of Potiphera, the

priest of On in Egypt, who the Pharoah gave to

Joseph, his favourite, as a wife. Mother of

Manaseh and Ephraim. Genesis 41 ,45.

BATHSHEBA - "daughter of oath". The
lovely wife of Uriah the Hittite. After admir-

ing her from a distance as she bathed, King
David arranged for the death of Uriah in battle

so that he could marry her. Mother of the great

and wise King Solomon. 2 Samuel 11.

CALEB - "bold one". One of the twelve men
sent on ahead of Moses when the tribes were

looking for fertile land on which to settle.

Numbers 13,6.

DEBORAH - "a bee". A prophetess who
helped free the Israelites from the Canaanites.

Judges 4 and 5. Or the faithful nurse of

Rebecca, the wife of Isaac. Genesis 14, 59.

DORCAS - Greek for "a gazelle". While

TABITHA means the same in Aramaic. She
was a disciple of the Lord living in Joppa and

described as "being full of good works and acts

of charity". She died and was revived by St

Peter. Act 9, 36.

ESTHER - ALSO CALLED Hadassah, both

meaning "myrtle". A fair and beautiful

orphan Jewess who was brought up by her

uncle Mordecal. Despite her race Ahasueris

(or Xerxes) king of Persia chose her for his

wife, after deposing Queen VASHTI for

excessive modesty. Esther bravely spoke up

for the Jews when they were threatened with

massacre. Book of Esther.

HAGAR - When SARAH had tried to have a

child by Abraham, her husband, for many
years without success, she gave Hagar, her

Egyptian hand maid to him as a mistress.

Hagar bore Abraham a son, Ishmael, and
caused a rift between her and Sarah. Genesis

16.

HAM - One of the three sons of Noah (the

others being SHEM and JAPHETH). He sur-

vived the flood in the Ark, but earned Noah's

displeasure because when he found Noah
drunk he thought it a great joke. Geneis 5, 32

etc.

HEPHZIBAH - "my delight is in her". The
wife of HEKEKIAH and mother of MAN-
ASEH. Her name was changed from
AZUBAH which means "forsaken". Isaiah

62,4.

ISAACHAR - The ninth son of Jacob and the

fifth of Leah. The head of a numerous tribe.

Numbers 1, 29.

JARED - "to rise or ascend". The son of

MAHALALEEL, a descendant of Seth, the

son of Adam. Genesis 5, 15-20.

JEMIMA - The eldest of the three beautiful

daughters of Job. Her name means "dove"
and could have expressed her temperament.
KEZIA, meaning Cassia tree, and KEREN-
HAPPUCH, meaning eye-lash paint, mascara
or kohl (perhaps she had beautiful eyes) were

the others. Job 42.

JEPHTHAN -"whom God sets free". Illegiti-

mate son of Gilead who was exiled by his half-

brothers and became a guerilla leader. A rash

promise caused him to sacrifice his only
daughter. Judges 11.

KETURAH - Wife of Abraham and the

mother of six of his sons. Genesis 25, 1-4.

MEPHIBOSHETH - The son of Jonathan,
the son of Saul. He was lame from a childhood
accident. 2 Samuel 19, 24.

NEPHTHALIM - The fifth son of Jacob. His
tribe possessed fertile land in the north and
were constantly under threat. Isaiah 9, 1-2

contains a prophesy that the Messiah would
preach in the lands of Nephthalim and it was
fulfilled Matthew 4, 13.-25.

N1MROD - "a mighty hunter". The son of

Cush, son of Ham. Genesis 10, 8-11.

PENNINAH - One of the wives of

ELKANAH. Penninah had children but

HANNAH had none and was distressed at her

infertility. She went to the temple and prayed
and her wish was granted by the birth of a son

whom she named SAMUEL "asked of God".
When Samuel was weaned he was given to the

temple priest as a servant and eventually

became a prophet himself. Book of Samuel.
SHADRACH - one of the several handsome,
intelligent Israelite youths at the court of King
Nebuchadnezar of Babylon. Shadrach,

MESHAK, ABEDNEGO and DANIEL
refused to bow to a golden image of the king

and were exposed to many dangers until

Nebuchadnezar was dethroned. Book of

Daniel.

TAMAR - "a date palm". Several ladies in

the Bible had this name. One was the beautiful

daughter of King David, a sister to

ABSALOM. She was raped by her half

brother Amnon and revenged by Absalom. 2

Samuel 13.
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